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Clarification:  Rule 64E-11.002(23), Florida Administrative Code defines highly susceptible population as “a group of persons more likely than other populations to experience food-borne disease because they are immunocompromised or older adults institutionalized or preschool age children in custodial care.”  Congregate and home delivered meal participants are not included in this definition. However, the department recognizes the frailty and compromised health condition of some elders and wants to ensure that they receive safe, nutritious meals.  

Issue:  Regarding oversight required, the previous notice stated, “Therefore, a certified food manager must be present at all times when there are employees engaged in the storage, preparation, display or serving of food.”

Clarification:  The population served by congregate and home delivered meal nutrition programs does not fall within the definition of highly susceptible population that would require the presence of a certified food manager at all times during operation.  However, it is necessary to have the certified food manager present at all times during operation when the nutrition provider operates a kitchen and has three or more employees at one time engaged in the storage, preparation, display or serving of food.  Nutrition providers that contract with vendors to provide meals must ensure vendors comply with rule 64E-11.012, Florida Administrative Code.  Food safety training must be provided for all meal site staff.  This training does not require certification.  

I hope this information helps.  Should you have questions, please call Mary Hodges in the Division of Volunteer and Community Services.  As always, we appreciate your commitment to providing quality services to Florida’s elders.

http://elderaffairs.state.fl.us
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SUBJECT:	Notice of Instruction:  Food Manager Certification Requirement Clarification 








The purpose of this notice is to address questions regarding the notice of instruction #013006-1-T-OVCS dated January 27, 2006.  This notice provides the previous issues raised and the clarifications as follows:





Issue:  Regarding the definition of manager, the previous notice stated, “All managers of congregate and home delivered nutrition programs who are responsible for the storage, preparation, display and serving of food must comply with the food manager certification requirement in chapter 64E-11 of the Florida Administrative Code, Food Hygiene.” 





Clarification:  Rule 64E-11.002(28), Florida Administrative Code defines manager as “an individual who has direct authority, control or supervision over employees engaged in storage, preparation, display and serving of food to the public.”





Issue:  Regarding the certification requirement for the food manager, the previous notice stated, “Pursuant to rule 64E-11.012, Florida Administrative Code, managers must pass a written certification test approved by the Department of Health (DOH) demonstrating a basic knowledge of food protection practices.”





Clarification:  According to information provided by the Florida Restaurant Association, the test may be repeated as often as necessary to successfully complete the certification.





Issue:  Regarding the definition of population served, the previous notice stated, “Congregate and home delivered nutrition programs serve a highly susceptible elderly population for which food borne illness may have serious or long-term consequences, and may be life threatening.” 











